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Sara is not at all sure she wants Mama to leave her with a new baby-sitter. Miss Alice nevertheless

soon has her dancing to the radio ("These are my dancing shoes, Sara," she says), eating a snack,

taking a walk (Miss Alice has brought her brown walking shoes) napping ("I'll stay right here. I've got

my nap shoes on," Miss Alice promises, pulling fuzzy slippers from her bag), and drawing pictures,

so that the day passes happily until Mama's return. Johnson (Julius; Humming Whispers, reviewed

below) presents a reassuring and in no way saccharine scenario: her simple, direct first-person

narrative traces the various curves of the day's emotions, acknowledging that Sara is "sad" and

"misses Mama" even as she learns to trust and enjoy her very special sitter. In his picture-book

debut, Page adds gentle, realistic oil paintings that focus largely on Miss Alice and Sara themselves,

reinforcing the notion that the day is theirs to share and that the bond between them is precious and

unique. Ages 4-7. Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Ages 3^-5. In a story with a plot that's not unfamiliar but has lots of heart, Sara isn't too pleased

about her new baby-sitter, Miss Alice. But Miss Alice has a few tricks up her sleeve--and several

pairs of shoes on her feet. First, Miss Alice puts on her dancing shoes, and the duo twirl up a storm.

Then, it's time for a stroll, with Miss Alice wearing her old brown walkers. Naptime means fuzzy

slippers, and drawing time means bare feet. By the time Miss Alice leaves, the pair have stepped

lively through the whole day. Once again, Johnson offers a story that depicts a warm relationship

between African American characters. Page is a new picture-book illustrator, and though there is

occasional technical stiffness in his renderings, he captures the story's frequent joyous moments.



Tucked in the tale is a nice message about being open to new people walking into your life. Ilene

Cooper

This book is excellent for a mentor text in the writing program. We are very pleased to add it to our

program. It arrived in a speedy fashion was a wonderful price.
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